
                             HILTON COMMUNITY GARDEN

“And your deserts shall flower”

WHERE is there a desert in our village and how will it flower you ask…? 
Of course it isn’t really a desert, but there is a currently unused section of a field owned by Monach 
Farm. It is to the right of the main path across The Wilderness, offering easy access for us all, yet 
set back from the main thoroughfares of the village. It is an ideal site for the creation of a 
productive garden for the benefit of the whole community.  Dr. and Mrs. Randall have generously 
agreed to lease this land to the village for a peppercorn rent.

Much of the preparatory work has  already been accomplished. An agreement has been made with 
the landowner, grants have been applied for and risk assessments drawn up. 

Alongside these necessary items of paperwork, preliminary plans for the garden have been agreed. 
There will be a series of raised beds for vegetable growing along the far boundary of the plot, next 
to which there will be a small orchard of fruit trees. To the left of the gate there will be a seating 
area; to the right a ‘working area’ with a shed for storage, access to water and compost heaps.

Initially the ground will be rotovated, then essential work on fencing will take place. We  need to 
protect our plants from the ever hungry Hilton rabbits, so fencing will go below the ground. This 
adds to the cost of establishing the garden, but will be well worth the outlay. Grants which have 
already been offered will allow this work to go ahead.

The  prospect of families heading off to the garden at weekends and after school or work is a very 
happy one. It will be another way to bring the community together in an activity that is productive, 
educational and therapeutic. Families could meet there for picnics and children will be able to see 
how their seeds develop into mature plants.

Remarkably the project has flourished in a very short time. When  you read this piece, the ground 
will have been prepared, the fencing erected, the shed established on its base and raised beds in 
place ready for planting. All this has been accomplished without a magic wand, but with some 
inspired, hard-working and enthusiastic volunteers who have formed an effective committee and 
whose success in grant applications has been phenomenal.

It is a wonderful thing that after all these bleak months something so creative should emerge. The 
restorative benefits of gardening are well known. Swapping a stressful office for an outdoor space ; 
working within sight of trees and the soothing sound of birds; being in contact with the seasons; 
using our bodies as well as our planning brains to achieve a harvest; sharing our successes and  
understanding our failures are all well documented factors in the satisfaction and  mental relaxation 
that gardening brings.

Next year , 2022 ,we should see the first harvest: new potatoes, carrots, peas, beans, leeks? Perhaps 
some flowers as well: sweet peas, marigolds and dahlias could be planted to give colour and 
fragrance. However nothing is prescribed. The beauty of this project is the opportunity for members
of the community to take on eg a raised bed and grow whatever they please. The garden will evolve 
as the community itself takes part and as individuals make their own choices. It will be truly 
democratic: of the village, by the villagers, for the village.

SO Next to the Wilderness, with your support, we hope to cultivate a little chemical free paradise 
garden, a haven of peace and productivity for children and adults of all ages.


